[image: image3.png]


[image: image2.emf]


BENALMADENA, FUENGIROLA & MIJAS DISTRICT

Registered with the Ministerio del Interior under National Number 90781

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conservatives Abroad International Conference
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The Costa del Sol Conservatives Abroad hosted the International Annual Conference on the 12th and 13th October at the Beatriz Palace Hotel, Mijas Costa. It attracted over seventy delegates and Conservative Abroad branch chairman from across Europe.
The speakers were Jacqui Lait MP and Shadow Minister for Communities and Local Government, Richard Ashworth MEP and Chief Whip, Giles Chichester MEP and spokesman on Industry and Jorge Morgas Sanchez a Member of the Spanish Parliament. The conference was chaired by Lord Taylor of Holbeach CBE who was supported by Caroline Able- Smith OBE, Chairman of the National European Forum and Elsa Morris, head of Liason between MEPs and the Conservative Party.

In the opening forum, the country branch chairman discussed how they could cooperate with each other to enhance communication to their local British residents on conservative policy matters, explain the voting procedures for expatriate overseas residents and workers, and heard how conservative central office could provide support and marketing expertise.

A lively debate followed between Giles Chichester and Jorge Moragas Sanchez on the issue of Should Britain adopt the Euro currency. Arguments against joining the euro were based on the concept of the importance for Britain to retain the sovereignty and identity of the British economy with the Pound, to retain control of money management by Britain setting its own interest rate level and that fact there was no UK based public popular pressure to join the euro.

The opposing view was that as Britain’s largest trading partner was the EU and that the euro would provide less risk to currency fluctuations and the investment capital market integration across Europe would strengthen the City of London as the world financial centre.

There were many observations made by the branch delegates and the debate ended by agreeing the status quoi for the time being.

After lunch the delegates discussed the issue of voting rights for British overseas residents and workers in a General election. There are over two million British citizens living and working overseas and only approximately 17,000 are registered to vote in an election. After a fifteen year period overseas certain rules apply that disenfranchise the British citizens from voting. The delegates unanimously called for this time period to be removed thus freeing all British overseas residents form any time restriction. 

A gala dinner and spectacular modern flamenco show ended the Conference, which next year will take place in Brussels.
